Ecumenical Celebrations in Nairobi January 2006.

 
 
Consolata Shrine (Westland)
· During the week of 16 to 20 January: daily Eucharistic Celebration in the spirit of the Prayer Week with an adapted short Ecumenical witness by members of the MUSEN Ecumenical Group. 

· Saturday 21 January, at 9.00 a.m. Inter Church Prayer Service in collaboration with several Christian Churches, Organised in collaboration between the Consolata Shrine Parish and the Musen Group.

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (University Round About / Nyerere Road.).

· Thursday 19 at 6.15 pm, Inter Church Ecumenical Church Prayer Service,

organised in collaboration with the Nairobi Ecumenical Group (N.E.G.).

Some Formal Ecumenical Groups in the context of NAIROBI City.

The Nairobi Ecumenical Group (NEG) 

has already a long history of ecumenical meetings and collaboration, especially between the Catholic St Paul’s University Chapel and the Presbyterian Parish of St Andrew. 

- Twice a year they organise an Ecumenical Round Table gathering around the general theme “Christian Churches in the City”. Specific themes were: “Christians facing modern culture in the city”; “Poverty a Challenge to Christians”; “Building Christian solidarity in Nairobi”; “Politics as a Service: a Christian Responsibility”; “Spirituality of Unity”; “Social Justice”; “Called in Christ to be healing and reconciling communities in Nairobi” …
- In January the N.E.G. focuses its activities on an Ecumenical Prayer Service held in turn in one of the two churches. 

The Mustard Seed Ecumenical Network (MUSEN) 

is composed mainly by the Greek Orthodox Church and the Coptic Orthodox Church and the Catholic Parishes of the Consolata Shrine and Kahawa West, with the occasional collaboration of the Presbyterian Community of St Andrew’s Parish and several other Churches. 
The group was born in the context of the Ecumenical Prayer Week 2003, held at the Consolata Shrine. Their regular encounters led to the mutual visit of different parishes and communities during a Sunday Celebration. 

The Consolata Parish has a specific committee in the Parish Council to take care of this dimension of “Unity mong Christian Churches” in their Parish Community life. The youth groups of the Churches, members of MUSEN, met in an inter-Church youth get-together around the theme: ”One Body, Many Gifts” (1 Cor. 12,12).

Umoja Ecumenical Group

Since a few years already different Christian Churches in the Umoja Buruburu Sector joined in a common Ecumenical effort and constituted a common programme of seminars and meetings to meet and relate in a real Christian Spirit. 

Their Prayer Week is organised in the period of Pentecost, being more convenient for them. They bring together the Catholic Church, the Presbyterian Church, the African Inland Church, and the Anglican Church. 

Recently they organised a Seminar on “The prophetic Voice of the Church’. 

 

Some Regular “Ecumenical Ecounters”

The Kibera Ecumenical Encounter  

brings together the pastors of Anglican, Catholic, Evangelical Lutheran Parishes and the Kibera “Inter-religious Forum for Peace and Development”, inviting in a fraternal spirit several Evangelical and Pentecostal communities to join in Christian Brotherhood. 

At their bi-monthly meetings they share about the pastoral care for their communities, stressing on some particular issues taken out of a social analysis worked out by the Catholic Christ the King Parish. The regular meetings take place in turn at each of the different parishes in an open and fraternal spirit. 

The Ngong Road Ecumenical Encounter 

is the expression of a Christian neighbourhood among the pastors of the 7 Christian communities between the two initial Round Abouts of the Ngong Road, from the Mortuary up to Adam’s Arcade. The encounter brings together 7 different Churches and communities. In their meetings they read together the Word of God, share their prayer intentions and enter into more personal insights. The encounters forge a real fraternal spirit among them.

The Africa Refugee Programme (A.R.P.) 

gives in the pastoral care for refugees coming from the Great Lakes a specific ecumenical attention. In daily life the refugees are sharing their sufferings and joys in a Christian way, but for worshipping they became aware of their separation according to their respective religious belonging. That is the reason they started emphasising the need for a fraternal acceptance of all in communion. In their pastoral programme and meetings they stress unity and acceptance among themselves and express this occasionally through using the spiritual traditions in their common celebrations of the different Churches they belong to.


Many parishes 

prepare an Ecumenical service during the Universal Prayer Week for Unity, and revive some Ecumenical services , for example during the Holy Week  (Palm Benediction and Processing together with several Churches, the Way of the cross…).

The mutual invitation to assist in “mixed Marriages”, Funerals and so on,  is another way of building mutual relationships and recognition in Fellowship.

The “Inter-Church Workgroup” for the International Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity, 2006.

For the first time in Christian History of the Churches in Kenya we were able to prepare the theme of the International Prayer Week for Unity together, according to the annual proposals of the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity (Rome-PCPCU) . 

Please find here their message as they were able to insert it in the edition of the common Prayer suggestions.

“Message of the Kenya Inter-Church workgroup

for the International Week of Prayer for Christian Unity”.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you always.

It gives us a great pleasure to introduce the “Week of Prayer” for Christian Unity scheduled for January 18th – 25th 2006 whose theme is: “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them”. The central Biblical text, Mt 18: 20 evokes a sustained reflection on Jesus’ promise that he will be present whenever his disciples gather in his name.

This introduction to the theme notes that being receptive to the presence of the Risen Lord requires that Christians learn to live in real unity. This entails common prayer, common witness, and common mission wherever possible, as we increasingly come to share in the life of the Holy Spirit together.

The resources include an introduction to the central theme, a selection of Biblical readings and reflections for the “eight days” of the Week of prayer which can be used in diverse ways.

The Prayer for Christian Unity is a shared initiative of many Christian Churches all over the world. This tradition dates back to 1908 and the traditional dates have been 18-25th of January. These dates were between the feasts of St Peter (feast abolished since)   and the feast of the conversion of St Paul (feast still existing), hence having a symbolic meaning.

The theme of this booklet has been jointly prepared by the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Catholic Church. It is intended to be used and benefit the individual and the community at large, not only during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, but also through out the year.

In Kenya there are already several good and fruitful Inter-Church initiatives for a greater Unity of Christian Churches. Thanks be to God! 

The intention of our Inter-Church workgroup composed of some committed Kenyan Church members is to promote even more, if possible, the spiritual dimension for unity in our Churches in Kenya through a locally adapted common edition of the texts prepared in view of the Prayer Week at the level of the World Churches. Our proposal and service is to start a Kenyan Inter-Church edition of the Prayer Booklet. We wouldn’t like to impose any program for the local use in our different Churches. We suggest only that, according to the local needs and traditions, the prayer suggestions may be used in the best way possible, at the service of our Christian community. It is our prayer that local initiatives will be made to make the booklet relevant and the entire week a prayerful event bringing into our attention, in communion with all Christian Churches around the World, the Prayer of Jesus: “That they may be one, as you Father are in me.. “ Jn 17:21. 
Activities such as joint prayers at different levels and taking common actions in addressing common challenges are recommended. Kindly make the best use of this booklet. It is written in English and Swahili for convenience purposes.

United in the prayer that makes us aware of the presence of the Risen Lord in us and among us, and responsive to His promptings in all that we do, we wish you God’s blessing as we strive to seek the Unity that Christ desires for us.

Yours sincerely.

Rt. Rev. Philip Anyolo. Catholic Church

Most Rev.W Obare Omwanza.   Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya 

Pastor Pius Tembu. Kenya Assemblies of God 

Mr. Oliver Kisaka Simiyu. National Council of Churches of Kenya. (NCCK)

Rev.Wellington Sanga Tsuma.   Methodist Church in Kenya


Rev. Fr. Silhouanos Mwangi.   Orthodox Church


Rev. Archmandrite Fr.Innocentius Byakatonda. Orthodox Church


Fr. Moses M.Shafik. Coptic Orthodox Church


Rev. David Gathanju. Presbyterian Church of East Africa

Pastor Gilbert Jumba. Christ is the Answer. Pentecostal Nairobi Church 

Rev. Wycliffe Balongo. Anglican Church of Kenya


Mr. Cosmas Maithya. Catholic Church


Fr Jan Lenssen. Catholic Church

New Tools for the Ecumenical Pastoral Work 

in our Christian Communities.

“The call to Christian Unity”.

Ecumenical series by Fr Bill Russell M.Afr.

To foster and inspire our Ecumenical Pastoral involvement some new tools are available. 

Father Bill Russell M.Afr. started a new series of small booklets : “The call to Christian Unity”. Each booklet covers a specific topic in the field of Unity that can stand on its own. At the same time there is also continuity between the booklets. Taken together they will give a clear picture of the involvement of the Catholic Church in Ecumenism.

 Father Russell offers us already 3 booklets in his series.

I.  “Call and Response”. The call to Christian Unity.


Paulines Publications Africa. (40p.) Nairobi. 2005.

After the initial clarification on Ecumenism, “What is it?”, the author leads us through various approaches to Ecumenism: the Biblical approach, Action-service approach, Justice and Peace, Theological or Doctrinal approach, Liturgical, or Historical approach.
Fundamentally Ecumenism is a daily experience of most of our Christian Brothers and Sisters so Fr. Russell leads us to live out our baptismal promises in an everyday neighborly approach. Underneath all the various approaches to Ecumenism lies the one that must be regarded as the basics of all the others: the spiritual approach, the heart and the soul of the whole Ecumenical Movement, open to absolutely every Christian.

II. “Eighty principles of Ecumenism. How to put Ecumenism into practice.”


Paulines Publications Africa. (80p.) Nairobi. 2005.

In this second booklet in the series “The call to Christian Unity” we will gain a clearer understanding of the principles on which the Catholic Church’s commitment to Ecumenism is build. This will help us to put that commitment into practice, in our daily life. If we want to be fully committed Catholics we will be open to Ecumenism, and involved in it. This is what the Catholic Church, prompted by the Holy Spirit, is demanding of us today.

The author starts with the origins of Ecumenism. Christ, the Spirit and the Church. Baptismal fellowship is the source of our search of communion and Unity, fostered by Unity in Faith. Through the progress of Dialogue we go our pilgrimage to a deeper mutual understanding and acceptance. Our inner conversion and change of heart will renew each one of us and help all Churches to come closer to Christ and do his will. Conversion is an ongoing reality, which continues throughout our lives.

For a quick overview of all the main points we could simply read the italics parts of the text, shipping over the rest. The more we meditate them the more we will see how coherent these catholic principles of Ecumenism are.

III. “The Catholic Church and the Eastern Churches. The History of our divisions”.  

Paulines Publications Africa. (56p) Nairobi. 2005.

This third booklet in the series “The call to Christian Unity” uses the historical approach.

It concentrates on the first twelve hundred years of the Church’s history. Besides learning

about Ecumenism we will also learn something about the history of these divisions so

that we can work to overcome them and pray for that intention. “But what is urgent

reminds us Pope Benedict XVI from the beginning of his Pontificate is that “purification

of the memories, so many times recalled by Pope John Paul II, which alone can dispose 

spirits to receive the full truth of Christ”.

In the different successive chapters the author leads us through some painful moments of

Church History: Division over the Judaisers and the Council of Jerusalem (1); The

Church in East and West (2); The Arian controversy (3); The Assyrian Church (4); The 

Ancient Oriental Churches (5); The East West Schism (6); Concluding with enlightening 

precisions on “Sharing in the Apostolic Succession” and the “Nicene Creed”.

Working for the “restoration of Unity” allow us to recognize that the faults that led to

division – says the author- were never all on one side. Christians from all the Churches   

have a share of the blame for the present state of division between the followers of Jesus. 

It is not disloyal to admit this.” Pope John Paul II has asked forgiveness for faults 

committed in the past by Catholic Leaders. When we acknowledge our faults we can 

grow in receiving forgiveness. Only with the blessing of mutual pardon can Christians be 

reconciled to one another.

The author intends to offer in the coming years several other booklets, some in historical 

vein, others on the history of the modern Ecumenical Movement, Edinburgh onwards, to 

today. Another approach could be proposed by the author, Fr Russell, in his presentation 

of some of the Dialogues.

We are happy to share in this series “The call to Christian Unity” an understandable and 

practical information that inspires our pastoral work. We are invited to become more 

conscious of the call to Christian Unity and make it a daily dimension of our Christian 

being, making it our own project and sharing it in our local Ecumenical groups and 

relationships.

“The Decree on Ecumenism. Forthy Years from its promulgation.

A DVD by the Pontifical Council for promoting Christian Unity.

The 40th anniversary of the Decree on Ecumenism of the Second Vatican Council fell on 

21 November 2004. The Pontifical Council for promoting Christian Unity celebrated by 

convening an international Conference on that occasion, stressing on the developments 

and lasting significance of this Document, underlining the present situation and future 

perspectives in the care for Christian Unity.

A Documentary, entitled “Ut unum Sint: Forty years of Ecumenism” was produced by 

the Pontifical Council in consultation with the Monastic Community of Bose (Italy) and 

with the collaboration of the Vatican Center for Television.

The Documentary presents a selection of the most important events that have marked the 

Ecumenical journey and search for communion among Christians from the second 

Vatican Council until today.

The DVD-Video tape is a useful means of raising awareness of the Ecumenical 

commitment, as a tool of Ecumenical catechesis at the level of the Parishes, associations

 movements and groups, and as an opportunity to deepen understanding of our common 

pilgrimage to Christian Unity.

NB: Please contact your local pastoral coordinator, or the Ecumenical Commissioners of 

the Kenyan Episcopal Conference. (Pastoral@catholicchurch.or.ke) 





-----------------------------------

Indeed the Ecumenical Spirit is at work among us. 

Let Him blow throughout our Christian communities! 
 Prepared for CISA by 

Jan Lenssen M.Afr. Executive Secretary of the Ecumenical Commission of the Kenyan Episcopal Conference (KEC). 

E-Mail: janlenssen@wananchi.com 

Missionaries of Africa, P O Box 60310, Nairobi 00200, Kenya.
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