Today’s Missionaries of Africa Caravan

A Caravan Called to Be “Living Mystery”
Missionaries must above all be deeply convinced of their powerlessness and nothingness. They must have recourse to God in all things, for they will be able to do nothing without His grace, and indeed His extraordinary grace. 






    
                 Charles Lavigerie
To be a missionary consists in being a living mystery. It means to live in such a way that one’s life would make no sense if God did not exist. 




                                  Cardinal Suhard
Our Caravan as the “Pilgrim Family of the Paschal God”
Our today’s Missionaries of Africa caravan, as “pilgrim family of the Paschal God,” as fraternal community, is rooted in the Trinitarian Paschal life, which is God’s eternal story of love. Its eternal call to be transformed makes of our caravan the “ecclesia semper reformanda.” The Church is not only holy but also sinful and being in need of purification and reform; our caravan, as part of the African church, is slowly growing towards maturity. Therefore, our caravan, as a “cultivated field” witnesses to the God of constant dynamic creation, a God always thirsting for communion, the God of “birth-death-rebirth.” 


It is in this particular framework that our caravan must understand itself. Our caravan, taking the Gospel as the living spring of its call, emerges from a Paschal Africa, from a people that despite their situation, mysteriously “dances on their misery”. Our caravan shares existentially the wounds and “pangs of birth” of today’s African People. Nevertheless, our caravan is able to read its experience in the hope of the Paschal Mystery, experiencing itself as resurrected, yet wounded. This makes our caravan aware that God’s salvific plan for Africa, regardless religion, is at the origin of its growth. It makes of it a humble and servant caravan with the Paschal African People, a caravan restoring hope to the exploited and dignity to the rejected on the road of life, a caravan at the service of those who do not yet know Christ, especially the Muslims. It is this total identification that fashions it as a compassionate caravan.

Our caravan as the “Compassionate One”
The resurrected, yet wounded Caravan of today’s Missionaries of Africa is the “compassionate one”. Our caravan knows about the sufferings of Africa. Our caravan knows about Africa’s history of oppression, about the countless Africans “lying on the edge of the road, sick, injured, disabled, marginalized and abandoned.” Our caravan knows its call: to work patiently and tirelessly as a Good Samaritan. This is because we know about God’s will to save Africa, to embrace all her peoples. It is by embracing that our Caravan becomes a place for all, a place of true reconciliation. It is by embracing that we bow to God’s mysterious plan of salvation for Africa. It is by embracing that we become the “tender care so that nothing be lost.” It is by embracing that we encounter the resurrected wounded Christ, carrying the sins of the world, incarnated in today’s African people. It is through its radical compassion that our today’s caravan becomes “light to the Nations.”

Our Caravan as the “Suffering Servant of Yahweh”

This is a particular call to today’s Missionaries of Africa caravan. Our caravan, like a stranger in a foreign land, presses forward amid the persecutions of the world and the consolations of God. It is a missionary call. By being the “Suffering Servant of Yahweh” our caravan plays an active role in God’s plan of salvation. Our caravan, the building of God, is now the stone which the builders rejected. Our caravan “freely” incarnates itself into the very passion of the African people. Our caravan knows that the “dark night” is the threshold to a “new beauty.” So, we are disfigured, tempted to think that the Lord has abandoned us, that He has forgotten us. But in the middle of our sorrows we listen to the word of Isaiah: “Even if a mother should forget a child, I will never forget you. I have written your name on the palms of my hands.” Yes, on the palms of Christ, pierced by the nails of the crucifixion. The destiny of our caravan is written on those palms. It is through this “piercing” that we make shine God’s powerlessness on the universe. As Timothy Radcliffe says, “that is our challenge in the global village, to show the beauty of the poor and powerless God.” Our caravan missions Divine wisdom, the power of the Cross, the power of doing nothing, of being silent. Our caravan is “oppressed and afflicted, yet we open not our mouths,” because we are one with the African people “crushed and reduced to silence” in today’s international order. Paradoxically, our caravan, in chorus, is called to bring voice to the voiceless, to grieve, to denounce that things are not right; to proclaim that, surprisingly, our “God of creation,” is breaking through with a new intensity of being.
Our Caravan as the One “Bringing Voice to the Voiceless”

Our today’s Missionaries of Africa caravan, faithful to its vocation, stands resolutely on the side of the oppressed, of voiceless and marginalized people. Our caravan does this by bringing the resurrected wounded Christ into the centre of African life, through the praxis of Social Justice, through development projects and meaningful charity. It is at that moment that, as a sheepfold, we join both stories, African and Divine, lifting up all African life to the resurrected Christ. This is not an easy task. Healing the wounds of a crucified continent, forgiving, reconciling, promoting justice and peace, experiencing life as total gift, becomes an endless endeavor. That makes us, whilst on earth, to journey in a foreign land away from the Lord, seeing ourselves as in exile. Our caravan is conscious that “earthly conditions have a bearing upon humanity’s pilgrimage toward eternity.” We know that our prophetic role is primarily towards ourselves, always in need of purification and reform. Then, as a reconciled “pilgrim family,” our caravan, being salt of the earth and light of the world, witnesses to unjust international institutions and nations, and to the very African people we serve. Our caravan addressed itself especially to the African rulers caught in a vicious “power-seeking” circle. Against the numbness of today’s world, we re-mind Africa that she “is a museum of the human spirit, a treasury of all that is sacred and dear to the human heart;” we bring into memory of the African people their unique story; re-minds them of their role in God’s Paschal story as actually happening in their lives. Our caravan brings together the Paschal African Continent into God’s Paschal story. Then, our caravan will bear witness to Christ to the ends of the earth, empowering African people to play their full part, at world level, in God’s plan for the salvation of the human race. Consequently, “bringing voice to a voiceless” African people because “Africa is not destined for death, but for life!”


In sum, our “paradoxical” caravan is the one who becomes a “living mystery” to the African Continent. Our caravan becomes sign, instrument, sacrament, “the seed and the beginning” of the Kingdom of God, a Kingdom already present, in the spirit, from the foundation of creation, from the foundation of our African common origin
Yago Abeledo, M. Afr.

