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Visit of Archbishop Ncube of Bulawayo, Zimbabwe to Pretoria: 

Archbishop Pius Ncube visited the Denis Hurley Peace Institute (DHPI) in Pretoria for two days: September 19th and 20th. The invitation was made as an act of solidarity and support to the Archbishop in a moment of great stress for him and to show there are those in South Africa who care. The first evening was given over to a Hurley Dialogue but this time among friends. Neighboring Bishops were invited to attend but for one reason or another most regrettably had to decline the invitation. However, Archbishop Nxumalo from Bloemfontein and the Secretary General of the SACBC Fr. Vincent Brennan, were in attendance at the dialogue.  The Archbishop was  to be put under no pressure to speak about whatever, but to the surprise of all gathered he freely spoke of the situation in Zimbabwe and his own personal situation. 

The following day the Archbishop visited St. John Vianney Seminary and spoke to three different groups of seminarians. In the afternoon he asked to be allowed to do some shopping. The deteriorating situation in Zimbabwe was brought home to those with him on the shopping trip when he choose to buy six large loaves of bread and 10 kilo of flour among other things to bring home with him. In the evening he addressed a number of leading South African business men at a gala dinner in his honor, organized through the DHPI.

Over the two days of encounter and dialogue the Archbishop had the following to say:

· He spoke with pain about the deteriorating plight of the people, the lack of food, the breakdown of the health and education systems, the fact the shops are now empty and the increasing number of desolate poor, living in increasing despair without hope. The enormity of the problem and the almost total inability to respond is for the Archbishop soul destroying. 

· He lamented the division in the opposition and placed the blame for this division squarely at the door of Morgan Tsvangirai, the leader of the larger of the factions. Attempts by the Archbishop to encourage the two sides to come together had been rejected by Tsvangirai.

· He is convinced Mugabe will win the March 2008 elections by the use of mass intimidation, using food as a weapon, and by mass rigging of the electoral process.

· He see the South African government and SADC attempts at negotiations as useless and argues both are aliened with Mugabe. 

· Given the court case against him for alleged adultery is still pending and ‘sub judice’ he was not allowed to speak openly about it. However, it is widely accepted in Church circles that the case is part of the government smear campaign against him. On this point he spoke a number of times that his life was in danger and that he had received numerous warnings for those in the system, but secretly on his side, to be very cautious about where he goes.

· He rejected as utter nonsense the recent press revelations that he will stand against Mugabe in next years presidential elections. He sees himself as a human rights advocate and not as a politician and wants to have nothing to do with politics.

· He resigned as Archbishop for the sake of the Church in general and his Archdiocese in particular explaining that because of him the Church was suffering; citing examples of the government refusing to do anything, for anyone in the Archdiocese, that has his name attached to it.

· He spoke of his personal prayer life as the source of his strength and his willingness to carry on fighting

· He will not leave Bulawayo but will intensify his commitment to bring an end to the Mugabe regime. 

The Archbishop left Pretoria grateful for the invitation and the solidarity and support shown him and vowed to remain in close contact.

Seán O’ Leary

Denis Hurley Peace Institute

Pretoria

September 2007.
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