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Decem ber               2011 /5  

Mary was overwhelmed by the generosity of the shepherds and it came to the point that 

she couldnõt hold the presents anymoreé  She looked around and saw the poor shepherd who had nothing in his 

hands, so she handed him the baby Jesus to hold so that she could receive the many gifts of the other shepherds. 

His luck had been to come empty-handed! 

 So, as we celebrate and meditate this wonderful mystery of God-made-flesh for us, Tam-Tam.com 

editorial team dare wish to everyone of you to be poor throughout the coming year 2012! It is an uncommon wish, 

but it will allow you to welcome Godõs gifts in your life and so be, in your turn, Godõs bearers; others, through you, 

will benefit from Godõs radiating, tender and merciful presence! A very happy New Year to all and everyone of 

you! 

 In the present issue you will see that the place of honour is given to our young brothers of the warm heart 

of Africa in Balaka (Malawi). Thus, youõll get to know them better and maybe dream to reach one day this heavenly 

place! I take this opportunity to launch an appeal to some of the Houses, which have remained silent up to now. I 

am thinking of Lublin, Bangalore, Guadalajara, Adigrat, Merrivaleé we are eagerly looking forward to hear from 

and about you! Let us know how you are faring in your corner of the world! 

 

 May the Lord shower his blessings upon Africa and his many peoples! We join Benedict XVI and with him 

pray: òMay the Catholic Church in Africa always be one of the spiritual lungs of humanity, and become daily an 

ever greater blessing for the noble African continent and for the entire worldó (Africae Munus, n. 177).  
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EDITORIAL  

At this time of the year it is fitting that we start with a Christmas tale. They say that, 

among the shepherds who rushed to the cave of Bethlehem on that very special night 

was an apprentice shepherd, who was so poor that he had no present for the newborn 

Baby. All the others had come with milk, butter, sheepskin, a goat or a lambé the poor 

shepherd didnõt own anything but his tunic and pants; he would have liked to make the 

gift of his tunic, but it was so torn apart that he couldnõt decently offer it. He 

nevertheless joined the party and entered the cave empty handed, staying aside and 

watching. All the other shepherds were one by one presenting their gifts to Mary, who 

was holding Jesus on her lap. 

Dominique Arnauld 

Small Formation Group 

Jerusalem 

 

Merry Christmas !    Joyeux Noël ! 
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Nous aussi, nous nous sommes réunis  ! !!  

 

          

Dans sa Lettre circulaire du 21 novembre 1879, Lavigerie écrivit : « Unissons-nous (é) au 

jour de lôImmacul®e Conception, avec une ferveur et une affection filiales, comme des enfants 

se réunissent autour de leur Mère, pour lui donner des témoignages de leur amour et de leur 

confiance. è(Dans óPens®es du Cardinal Lavigerieô no. 438). Chaque fois que nous faisons un 

arrêt dans nos activités pour marquer ce jour, nous ne faisons que suivre cette 

recommandation perpétuelle de notre fondateur. 

Ici à Jérusalem, la célébration eucharistique a bien sûr eu lieu dans la Basilique de Sainte 

Anne dont nous sommes les gardiens depuis 1878. Selon la tradition, La Sainte Vierge Marie 

est n®e ¨ lôendroit m°me o½ notre Basilique est ®rig®e. Nos fr¯res et sîurs musulmans nous le 

rappellent comme ils aiment appeler notre Basilique Beit Mariam, qui veut dire óLa Maison 

de Marieô.  Il y avait beaucoup dôhommes et de femmes venant de différentes parties du 

monde. Comme vous le savez bien, Jérusalem est un des carrefours de notre planète. 

Traditionnellement cette messe est aussi appelée « messe consulaire » à cause de la présence 

du Consul général de France à Jérusalem. Le célébrant principal était le Père Michel Lavoie 

qui est ici depuis onze ans. Pendant toutes ces années, le Père Michel a donné son temps pour 

accueillir les p¯lerins qui viennent dôun peu partout pour prier dans lôancienne maison de la 

Sainte Vierge Marie. Côest surtout par  la Basilique Sainte Anne que la présence des 

Missionnaires dôAfrique est appr®ci®e ici à Jérusalem. 

Dans son homélie, le Père Michel a souligné le fait que notre Mère a pu surmonter les 

innombrables difficultés de la vie et elle en est sortie victorieuse. Elle a su dire oui même 

quand tout semblait sombre et sans avenir. Elle a posé des questions qui surgissaient de son 

cîur. Il nous a aussi rappel® combien il est important de nous tourner vers Marie lorsque nos 

doutes deviennent ®crasants et insurmontables parce quôelle, notre M¯re, est passée par là ! 

Dans un monde où le désespoir règne et le doute nous accable, notre Mère se met debout 

comme modèle et médiatrice pour nous ses enfants quôelle aime tant ! « Tout cela cependant 

entendu de telle sorte que nulle dérogation, nulle addition nôen r®sulte quant ¨ la dignit® et 

lôefficacit® de lôunique M®diateur, le Christ » (Lumen Gentium no.62) Oui, notre Mère est une 

fontaine de lôesp®rance pour toute lôEglise. ç Cependant, tout comme dans le ciel où elle est 

CHISANGA MUBANGA Emmanuel 
Petit Groupe de Formation 
Jérusalem 

 

Le 8 décembre est la fête de nombreuses congrégations qui 

se mettent sous lôabri de la Sainte Vierge Marie. Cette f°te 

est aussi la nôtre comme vous le savez bien. Je suis sûr que 

tous les Missionnaires dôAfrique ont marqu® cette journ®e 

de diverses manières. Par rapport à ce jour, notre cher 

fondateur a recommandé que nous nous réunissions le jour 

de lôImmacul®e Conception pour montrer notre amour 

inébranlable envers notre Mère. 
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déjà glorifiée corps et âme, la M¯re de J®sus repr®sente et inaugure lôEglise en son 

achèvement dans le siècle futur, de même sur cette terre, en attendant la venue du jour du 

Seigneur (cf. 2 Pierre 3,10), elle brille d®j¨ comme un signe dôesp®rance assur®e et de 

consolation devant le peuple de Dieu en pèlerinage. » (Lumen Gentium no. 68) 

 Les évêques Grec Catholique et Syrien Catholique étaient présents ; ils ont ajouté à 

lôuniversalit® de notre c®l®bration. La óchoraleô, form®e des membres du Petit Groupe de 

Formation, a fait de son mieux avec le renfort de quelques amis.  

     Cô®tait ¨ peu pr¯s comme en « ce jour où le Seigneur, 

Dieu de lôunivers, pr®parera pour tous les peuples, sur sa montagne, un festin de viandes 

grasses et de vins capiteux, un festin de viandes succulentes et de vins décantés. » (Isaïe 25 :6)  

Voilà, nous aussi, nous nous sommes réunis !!  

 

 

By HENDRICKS ANDREW CHISANGA 

(hendricksa.chisanga@yahoo.com) 

 

Who is Fr. Julian Kasiya? 

He is a Malawian Missionary of Africa. He was born in 1960 in the family of nine (9) children. His 

father was a catechist. He was in the first group of the Malawian candidates recruited by the 

Missionaries of Africa. He worked as missionary for eight years in Ghana, three years in Nigeria, one 

year in Ireland and eight years now in Malawi doing home service.  

You were among those who helped in acquiring land and constructions. How did you find yourself 

in that? 

Well, it was just the time I was finishing my home service mandate of four years when I was told that 

there was an extension for another term and I should go to Balaka to look for a place for our Balaka 

The sage and custodian of Balaka House Fr. Julian Kasiya, 

M.Afr., takes us through how Balaka formation House came 

into being in an interview with me. 

 

THE HISTORY OF BALAKA FORMATION 

HOUSE 

 

Nôayez pas lôimpression que nous nôavons fait que 

prier ce jour-là ! Après avoir nourri nos âmes, nous 

sommes allés nourrir nos corps ; vous le savez bien, 

nous ne pouvons pas parler de la personne humaine en 

négligeant son corps ! Le repas était délicieux et 

lôambiance tr¯s fraternelle.  
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House. Being available, I agreed and I went. We got assistance from a Montfortian Parish Priest. We 

bought many pieces of land to exchange with the owner of the land where our house is. The actual 

acquisition of the land was done in 2006 when we got legal papers and in 2007 construction works 

started.  

When was the first intake admitted, from where and how many were they?  

Malawi as you know is part of the Southern Africa Province (SAP) together with Zambia, Mozambique 

and South Africa. It was in October 2008 when we started with two students from Zambia, one from 

Mozambique and five from Malawi. Before that, in 2002, we had six Malawian candidates. Two went 

to Jinja and two to Arusha. Since the other two did not go, we looked for a place for them at Balaka 

Inter-congregational Institute and they were accommodated by the Carmelites.  

Why is our house named after Lechaptois? 

We could give the house any name but we opted for Lechaptois to show our appreciation to the one 

who was the leader of the first Missionaries of Africa caravan to come to Malawi in the diocese 

where we have built our house. Due to the political situation they left for Tanzania. 

Being someone who stood in for ΨrectorshipΩ how has been your experience in Lechaptois Formation 

House in Balaka? 

Wow! It has been very humbling for me and Holy is his name because I did not expect to be 

appointed here moreover my mandate was over in Malawi. The one appointed did not show up. I 

took the challenge because I did not want to see the place which we toiled for going in ruins. We 

were four members of staff when we started. Only one amongst us, Br. James Calder, had vast 

experience. It was try and error because we had no reference. We showed that even if we can be of 

different characters, we can live together. I am happy; the place is now there for others to perfect it. 

Is there a word of advice?  

Sure, one needs to ask oneself in whatever situation one finds oneself, why am I here? One has to 

ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

nothing but apostles should take every opportunity to fulfil their call. Persevere in prayer, academic 

and spiritual life because nothing comes on a silver plate. 

Χ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Le Patron : Jõai vu que vous aviez quitt® le travail pour vous faire couper les cheveux ! 

Lõemploy® : Jõai trouv® que cõ®tait mon droit puisque mes cheveux poussent pendant  les heures de travail. 

 

Le patron : Mais ils ne poussent pas uniquement pendant les heures de travail, non ? 

Lõemploy® : Mais je ne les ai pas coupés entièrement ! 

Tes cheveuxé mon travail! 
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UN PETIT TOUR A LA PRISON CENTRALE DE BUNIA (RDC) 

 

 

 

/ΩŜǎǘ ǳƴ Ŏƻƛƴ Řǳ ƳƻƴŘŜ ǉǳƛ ŀ Ŏƻƴƴǳ ŘŜǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛǘǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǘƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ǉǳƛ ont couté la vie à pas mal 
ŘŜ ƎŜƴǎΦ 5ŀƴǎ ƭŜ ŎŀŘǊŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ Ŝǘ tŀƛȄ Ŝǘ ŎŜŎƛ ŀǾŜŎ ƭΩŀƛŘŜ ŘŜ ƳŜǎ ŎƻƴŦǊŝǊŜǎ Ŝƴ 
communauté, je me suis engagé à faire mon apostolat à la prison centrale de Bunia. Cette 
prison compte actuellement 950 prisonniers pour 300 prévus initialement. Il est difficile de 
ŘƻƴƴŜǊ ƛŎƛ ǳƴ ƴƻƳōǊŜ ŦƛȄŜ ŎŀǊ ƛƭ ȅ Ŝƴ ŀ ǉǳƛ ǎƻǊǘŜƴǘ Ŝǘ ŘΩŀǳǘǊŜǎ ǉǳƛ ŜƴǘǊŜƴǘΦ Lƭ ȅ ŀ ǳƴŜ ǘǊŜƴǘŀƛƴŜ 
de mineurs, une quarantaine de mamans et le reste ce sont des hommes et parmi eux 
beaucoup de militaires condamnés. Leur coƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ǾƛŜ ǎΩŜǎǘ ŀƳŞƭƛƻǊŞŜ ƎǊŃŎŜ Ł 
ƭΩƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ Řǳ /L/w ό/ƻƳƛǘŞ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ /ǊƻƛȄ wƻǳƎŜύΦ /ƘŀǉǳŜ ƧƻǳǊ ƛƭǎ ƻƴǘ ŘǊƻƛǘ Ł 
un bon plat de riz et de Haricot accompagné avec la sauce de choux. Régulièrement le 
comité leur offre des consultations  médicales. 

WŜ Ŧŀƛǎ Ƴƻƴ ŀǇƻǎǘƻƭŀǘ ŀǾŜŎ ǳƴ ŦǊŝǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩLƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ /ƘǊŞǘƛŜƴƴŜ Řǳ 
ƴƻƳ ŘŜ wƻƎŜǊ Ŝƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǾŜŎ ƭΩŀǳƳƾƴƛŜǊ ŘƛƻŎŞǎŀƛƴ ŘŜ ƭŀ 
Prison P. Jean-Pierre, un carme. Sur le plan spirituel, nous avons 
la messe les premiers samedis du mois et pendant les fêtes de 
Noël et de Pâques. Pendant les messes, on peut compter au 
moins 400 prisonniers ; plusieurs parmi eux suivent la catéchèse 
avec un catéchiste aussi prisonnier. Lors de la messe de la 
Pentecôte, un condamné du nom de Benjamin a reçu le baptême 
Ŝǘ ƭŀ ǇǊŜƳƛŝǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΦ ! ƭΩƛƴǘŞǊƛŜǳǊ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ƳşƳŜΣ 

 

 

 

!ǾŜŎ ƭΩŀƛŘŜ ŘŜǎ ŎƻƴŦǊŝǊŜǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜǎ ŘΩ!ŦǊƛǉǳŜΣ ƴƻǳǎ ŀǊǊƛǾƻƴǎ Ł ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀƛǊŜ ǘŜƭƭŜ ƻǳ ǘŜƭƭŜ 
dépense. Nous leur avons confectionné deux tableaux noirs ; nous leurs fournissons des 
boîtes de craies ainsi que des cahiers et stylos. 

 
Une maman prisonnière 

découpant les choux 

 

Gautier (avec le sac au cou) et un 
prisonnier à la sortie  de la messe 

 

Pour ceux qui ne connaissent pas Bunia, ne vous posez 

pas trop de questionsΦ /ΩŜǎǘ ǳƴŜ ǾƛƭƭŜ ǎƛǘǳŞŜ ŀǳ ƴƻǊŘ ŘŜ ƭŀ 

Province Orientale dans la république Démocratique du 

Congo. Elle est le chef-lieu du district ŘŜ ƭΩLǘǳǊƛ ŀǾŜŎ 

309.717 habitants sur 57,6 Km2. Je suis arrivé dans cette 

ville en Décembre 2010 pour mon stage apostolique. 

Un prisonniŜǊ ǎΩƻŎŎǳǇŀƴǘ 

de la préparation du riz. 

Il existe une communauté chrétienne de base dirigée par le 

catéchiste qui assure la prière chaque matin avec le partage de 

la Parole de Dieu le jeudi et le samedi. Pendant le quatrième 

samedi nous y allons pour la visite et pour causer avec eux. Sur 

ƭŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŜƭΣ ƴƻǳǎ ƴƻǳǎ ƻŎŎǳǇƻƴǎ ŘŜ ƭΩŀƭǇƘŀōŞǘƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ 

ŎƘŜȊ ƭŜǎ ƳƛƴŜǳǊǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΦ Lƭǎ ƻƴǘ ōŞƴŞŦƛŎƛŞ ŘŜ ƭΩŀƛŘŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ 

Caritas diocésaine qui a fait compléter la clôture de la prison 

ǇƻǳǊ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ǎŜ ǎŜƴǘŜƴǘ ǾǊŀƛƳŜƴǘ ŎƘŜȊ ŜǳȄΦ 
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Pour moi cet apostolat est celui de proximité, au début ce 
ƴΩŞǘŀƛǘ Ǉŀǎ ŦŀŎƛƭŜ ŘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǉǳŜǊ ŀǾŜŎ les prisonniers 
parce que je me ŎƘŜǊŎƘŀƛǎ ŀǾŜŎ Ƴƻƴ YƛǎǿŀƘƛƭƛ ǉǳƛ ƴΩétait 
ǉǳΩŁ ŎŜǎ ŘŞōǳǘǎ Ŝǘ ǇƻǳǊ ŜǳȄ ŀǳǎǎƛ ƭŜ ŦǊŀƴœŀƛǎ Ŝǎǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎƛƭŜΦ ! 
force de les fréquenter, je finis par devenir un homme de 
confiance et un ami pour euxΣ ǉǳŜƭǉǳΩǳƴ à qui ils pouvaient 
raconter leur histoire. La plupart des causes qui les ont 

amenés en prison se situent entre le viol, le vol et des 
Ŏŀǎ ŘŜ ƎǊƻǎǎŜǎǎŜΦ [ΩŃƎŜ ŘŜ ŎŜǎ ŜƴŦŀƴǘǎ ǾŀǊƛŜ ŘŜ мо Ł нм 
ŀƴǎΦ Lƭ ƴΩȅ ŀ Ǉŀǎ ŘŜ ŎƻƴŘŀƳƴŞǎ ǇŀǊƳƛ ŜǳȄ Ƴŀƛǎ ƛƭǎ ǎƻƴǘ 
seulement mis là en attendant que les parents donnent 
ŘŜ ƭΩŀǊƎŜƴt pour réparer la faute commise. Certains y ont 
déjà passé un an sans avoir une suite car ils sont sans 
ŘƻǎǎƛŜǊΦ [ŀ ǇƭǳǇŀǊǘ ŘŜǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǎΩŜƴ ŦƛŎƘŜƴǘΦ tƻǳǊ ŜǳȄ 
ŎΩŜǎǘ ǳƴ ōƻƴ ŘŞōŀǊǊŀs. Le but de notre intervention chez 
eux est de mettǊŜ ŎŜ ǘŜƳǇǎ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ǇŀǎǎŜƴt là bas à profit, 
aǳ ƭƛŜǳ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ǊŜǎǘŜƴǘ ƭŁ Ł ǇŜƴǎŜǊ Ł ǘƻǳǘŜǎ ǎƻǊǘŜǎ ŘŜ 
choses. De Février à Aout, nous avons assumé les cours 
nous-ƳşƳŜǎΣ ƧŜ ǘŜƴŀƛǎ ƭŜǎ ǇǊƛƳŀƛǊŜǎ Ŝǘ ƭΩŀǳǘǊŜ ŦǊŝǊŜ ƭŜǎ 
ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀƛǊŜǎΦ 4ŀ ƳŀǊŎƘŀƛǘ ǘǊŝǎ ōƛŜƴ ǎŀǳŦ ǉǳΩƛƭ ȅ ŀ Ŝǳ ŘŜǎ ǊŞǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǳ niveau de certains. 
Nous ne les brusquons pas mais nous essayons pendant les visites du quatrième samedi de 
gagner leur confiance et petit à petit ils ǎΩŀǇǇǊƻŎƘŜƴǘΦ !ǳ ŘŞōǳǘ ŘŜ ŎŜǘǘŜ ŀƴƴŞŜ ǎŎƻƭaire 
2011-нлмнΣ ƭΩ¦bL/9C ƴƻǳǎ ŀ ŀƛŘŞǎ ŀǾŜŎ ŘŜǎ ŎŀƘƛŜǊǎΣ ǎǘȅƭƻǎΣ ŎǊŀȅƻƴǎ Ŝǘ ŎǊŀȅƻƴǎ ŘŜ ŎƻǳƭŜǳǊǎΦ 
Nous les leur avons distribués et à notre grande surprise ils se sont retrouvés entre eux pour 
ǎΩƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊΦ ¢Ǌƻƛǎ Řǳ ŎƻǳǊǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀƛǊŜ ǎŜ ǎƻƴǘ ǇƻǊǘŞǎ ǾƻƭƻƴǘŀƛǊŜǎ pour aider les autres du 
cours primaire. Ils le font très bien et peut-être mieux que nous et, en plus, ils le font 
régulièrement. Ceci nous a beaucoup impressionnés et nous a encouragés à leur venir plus 
en aide avec des livres de français, anglais, mathématiques, kiswahili, des dictionnaires et 
aussi à augmenter le nombre de tableaux à quatre.  

/Ŝǎ ŜƴŦŀƴǘǎ ƴŜ ǎƻƴǘ Ǉŀǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎƛƭŜǎ Ƴŀƛǎ ǎŜǳƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƭǎ ƻƴǘ ƳŀƴǉǳŞ ǉǳŜƭǉǳΩǳƴ Ł ŎƾǘŞ ŘΩŜǳȄ ǇƻǳǊ 
les conseiller ou les guider. Ils sont laissés à eux-mêmes, la pluparǘ ŘΩentre eux vivaient dans 
la rue. Les parents semblent démissionner devant leur responsabilité. Ceci fait mal quand on 
ŀǇǇǊŜƴŘ ǉǳΩƻƴ ƭŜǎ ƭŀƛǎǎŜ ƭŁ ǇƻǳǊ ŘŜǎ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ōŀƴŀƭŜǎΦ tƻǳǊ ƭŜǳǊ ƛƴǘŞƎǊƛǘŞ Ŝǘ ƭŜǳǊ ǎŀƴǘŞΣ ƴƻǳǎ 
leur conseillons la propreté et ce que nous avons en projet est de venir une fois dans le mois 
ŀǾŜŎ Řǳ ǎŀǾƻƴ ǇƻǳǊ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ǇǳƛǎǎŜƴǘ ƭŀǾŜǊ ƭŜǳǊ ŎƻǳǾŜǊǘǳǊŜ Ŝǘ ŀǳǎǎƛ ŦŀƛǊŜ ƭŜ ƴŜǘǘƻȅŀƎŜ ŘŜ ƭŜǳǊ 
cellule qui est pleine de puces. Beaucoup dΩONG viennent les visiter avec des cadeaux et au 
début ils croyaient que nous étions de ces gens.  

                                                                                                                       

  

 

       

 
 

 
Les mineurs avec les kits scolaires donnés 

par ƭΩUNICEF 

 

La misère de ces enfants, le fait de vivre dans de 
mauvaises conditions et loin de leur famille et amis 
ƳΩƛƴǘŜǊǇŜƭƭŜ ōŜŀǳŎƻǳǇ ŎƘŀǉǳŜ Ŧƻƛǎ ǉǳŜ ƧΩŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŎƘŜȊ ŜǳȄΦ 
Je souffre parfois parce que je ne peux pas faire grand 
chose pour eux par moi-même. Les jeunes prisonniers pendant 

un moment de détente après la 

classe. 

Finalement ils ont compris que ce que nous leur 
apportions est plus précieux que ce que les autres leur 
donnaient. 

Les prisonniers pendant 

la communion. 
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A vous tous qui lirez cet article, si vous avez la chance un jour de visiter une prison, il ne faut 
pas vous en dérober mais allez et partagez avec ces hommes, femmes et enfants ne serait-ce 
juste pour quelques secondes de votre temps et compatir avec eux. Certes, ils ont commis 
des fautes mais ce sont des hommes comme nous, Ŝǘ ŎΩŜǎǘ 5ƛŜǳ ǉǳƛ ƴƻǳǎ Ǌécompensera.  

SOKPO Gautier Borel 

Stagiaire à Bunia (RDC) 

Χ 
 

A PRESENTATION  OF LECHAPTOIS FORMATION HOUSE -BALAKA  

 

 

 

 

We have four formators who come from different countries- Malawi, Uganda, Belgium and Ghana. In 

a collective way, Lechaptois Formation House is rich with people from eight different countries. Of 

course, we have a mixture of different local languages- Chichewa, Bemba, Tumbuka, Sena, etcé but 

we are all expected to speak either French or English. However, pastoral work is done in the local 

language-Chichewa, which comes as a challenge to some fellow students from other countries. 

HOW DO WE LIVE?  

Our life at the house is governed by fraternal love as one family. Fraternity is at the peak of our 

community. Regardless the fact that we are all different in age, culture, level of formation, we are 

united as one community, one culture, one people in the human body of Jesus Christ. And it is a 

welcoming community for all. Everyone takes initiative in doing things where necessary, at the right 

time and at the right place. Everyone has the zeal of self belonging to a community. This zeal is a 

special virtue of our community in which we find the perfection of charity. As our founder said in one 

of his retreat in 1876: ñIn our vocation, we are so placed that we cannot save our own soul 

without saving others, nor lose our own souls without others being lost because of us. The 

essential virtue for missionary is zeal for souls. Are we zealous?ò
1
 In order to accomplish this, our 

formators always encourage us to be men of prayer, men of apostolic mission by being at the service 

                                                           
1
  White Fathers. Our Vocation as taught by Cardinal Lavigerie; Wood, Werstorth and 

Co.Ltd.,St.Helens,Lancashire p.31. 

Paul ABISHAI NYIREND 
paulnyirenda@yahoo.com 

Lechaptois formation house is a new born baby of our belated 

Cardinal Lavigerie. It is situated in the southern part of Malawi, 

the warm heart of Africa, particularly in Balaka district. It is 

within the Southern African Province (SAP). This province 

covers four countries- Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique and South-

Africa. At present, our Formation House has students form 

Zambia, Malawi and Mozambique (we donôt have students from 

South-Africa yet). Currently, we are thirty-five students, some of 

us being brother candidates. 
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of others and being ready to serve. Since our formation house is still under construction, we are still 

working on the courtyard for volleyball and basketball.  

 

Apart from being members in a larger community, we are divided into teams. As of now, we have four 

teams (A to D. Each respective team has no name yet). These smaller groups (teams) within the larger 

community help us to understand each other more easily. The stories, jokes, passions, joys, 

disappointments, challenges and love we share in teams help each individual to develop the desire to 

continue discerning and encourage us to be strong in our discernment.  Each team goes out for a picnic 

at least once a semester.  

We receive intellectual formation at the Inter-Congregation Institute (ICI)-QUEEN OF THE 

APOSTLES. It is affiliated to the Catholic University of Malawi. We read Philosophy, Human 

Sciences and Religious studies. We take about 15 to 20 minutes to walk to the Institute for lectures 

every day. The intellectual formation helps us to be endowed with understanding, that we may know 

the truth and above all, that we may know God and things divine. It   illumines us with a twofold light- 

reason and faith. The synthesis of these two lights, will lead us to a profound truth, and direct us 

towards the Good. It prepares us for the glory of God and fullness of life. Intellectual formation 

also helps us to find ways of integrating academics with spiritual life.  

We were blessed last year in our community when we celebrated the golden jubilee of Rev. Br. 

Eckerhard. It was very nice and inspiring to enjoy together as one family. We felt honoured in our 

community.  

é 

WHAT RETURNS CAN I MAKE TO THE LORD? 

The dates of September 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 2011 will ever remain engraved in my heart because my 

dream of becoming a Missionary of Africa has become a reality. My heart was overwhelmed with joy and 

gratitude for all the goodness that the Lord has done in my life since I started my Missionary formation 

in September 2001.   

Unceasingly, deep in my heart, I was asking myself what return I could make to God. Then I 

gave thanks and had a special thought for all those who have been òJohn the Baptistó in my vocation 

journey: parents, catechists, formators, spiritual companions and friends for all the good and challenging 

experiences I had with them. 

Day One: During the celebration of Missionary Oath taking (September 2nd), I felt supported 

and encouraged by my twelve confreres with whom I made this big step in my missionary commitment; 

the presence of my mother and my aunt who came all the way from DRCongo; the confreres 

Missionaries of Africa (M.Afr) who were about thirty, the Missionary Sisters of Our lady of Africa 

Golden Jubilee of Bro. Eckerhard Renen: 

From Left to Right : Sector superior of Malawi(Fr Bill 

Turnbull), Fr Julian Kasiya (Former Rector ), Br Eckehard 

Renen, His Lordship Bishop Joseph Mkasa Zuza (of Mzuzu 

Diocese), His Grace Archbishop Remi St Marie (of Lilongwe 

Archdiocese), and His Lordship Bishop Alexandro Pagani ( of 

Mangochi diocese)  

 



[9] 
 
Tam - Tam.com/ Jerusalem             December - 2011  

 

 

 

(Msola), my godmother and all the friends who came to witness and share our joy. On that day, in the 

presence of Fr. Charles Obanya, Father Provincial of the East African Province and Representative of 

the Superior General òI swore on the Gospels and consecrated myself henceforth until death to the 

Churchõs Mission in Africa according to the Constitutions of the Society of the Missionaries of Africa 

placed under the protection of the Immaculate, Queen of Africa.ó After the Eucharistic celebration we 

had a nice and well organized party.  

The mass was simple and well animated by the 

parish choir of Sunday 11am mass, the youth dancers and the mass servants. I was deeply touched when 

we laid down invoking the help of the saints and by the prayer of consecration. I beseeched Godõs help 

in my life commitment. At the end of the diaconate ordination, I was the happiest man in the world! 

Then, we had another big party in our community where more than 600 people were present.  

I give thanks to God for having put in me and my confreres the desire of serving him in spite of 

our limitations and weaknesses. Thanks to our formators, our respective Provincials and in the Society 

of the Missionaries of Africa for having allowed us to consecrate ourselves in the Society and the 

Church.  

Our commitment to the Churchõs mission in todayõs world where faith in God is relativized and 

individualism is praised has been a strong sign of hope; a sign of Godõs continuous blessing to his 

Church and to the world. May He always be praised!  

      Joe Kamwanga K., 

 kamwangajoe@yahoo.fr  

 

 

 

INTERVIEW  

 

Father Jean-Marie Hougardy is one of the pioneer formators at our formation centre; he shares with us his 

experience. 

Paul ABISHAI N.: Father, we have heard that you are 46 years old in priesthood as a missionary, 

would you please share with us something about yourself and how your missionary journey has 

been till to date. 

Fr. Jean-Marie HOUGARDY: Thanks for having this chance to share with you. My name is Jean 

Marie Hougardy. I come from Belgium. I started my missionary life in 1964, here in Malawi. I have 

been mostly working in parishes (Likuni parish, St Francis parishé) apart from three years when I 

Day Two: Early in the morning we went to Our 

Lady Queen of Peace Parish for our Diaconate 

Ordination. I felt privileged being ordained by His 

Lordship Jan de Groef (M.Afr), Bishop of 

Bethlehem in South Africa. This time we were 

fifteen with the two Franciscan Conventuals who 

had joined us. There was a huge crowd of 

confreres, relatives, friends who came to 

accompany us in our consecration to God in the 

Catholic Church. 
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was the director for vocations. From 2002 to 2008, I was a member of the provincial team in Belgium. 

I came back to Malawi in 2008 as a member of the formation team of Balaka first cycle. I was together 

with Fr Julian Kasiya, Brother James Calder and Brother Eckerhard. 

P. A.: How do you find life here at Balaka Formation House? 

Fr J-M. H.: For the past 3 years, I have been a member of the community of formators. We are sharing 

as much as possible the life of the students. We take part in their joy, their challenges, we try to 

encourage them and journey together with them in their discernment. We do all these as a team. On 

weekends, we often help Balaka parish in celebrating mass in out-stations. 

P. A.: What is the challenging moments you have experienced since your arrival here at the 

formation house? 

Fr J-M. H.: When we opened our formation house here in Balaka in 2008, we met many challenges- 

since it was at the beginning, many facilities were not there. Staff and students needed a lot of courage 

and patience. There was no electricity, no refectory, no kitchen, no recreation hall and no chapel. But 

we managed to face all these as a family. The first group of candidates from our formation house 

joined the noviciate two months ago. 

P. A.: How would you advise the young people who are aspiring to join missionary formation today? 

Fr J-M. H.: Candidates who aspire to join us (Missionaries of Africa) should entertain sincerely their 

prayer life and keep contact with the vocation director. They are also welcome to pay us a visit and 

speak to our students here. To my dear students already in formation, continue answering your call. 

Jesus calls us all to be generous and not tepid. 

    Paul ABISHAI NYIREND 

            Paulnyirenda77@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cricket rules made simple!  

 

You have two sides, one out in the field and one in.   
 
Each man that's in the side that's in goes out, and when he's out he comes in and the 
next man goes in until he's out.   
 
When they are all out, the side that's out comes in and the side thatôs been in goes out 
and tries to get those coming in, out. Sometimes yo u get men still in and not out.   
When a man goes out to go in, the men who are out try to get him out, and when he is 
out he goes in and the next man in goes out and goes in.   
 
There are two men called umpires who stay all out all the time and they decide when the 
men who are in are out.   
When both sides have been in and all the men have been out, and both sides have been 
out twice after all the men have been in, including those who are not out, that is the end 
of the game!   
 
 
Cricket's so easy!   
I have got  this joke printed on my kitchen apron and I thought you guys would 
like to read it. It took me years to get around this joke...and now that I have 
fully understood it really start s to make sense!  
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Lechaptois Balaka: Pastoral activities 

 

 

 

 

         In Children ministry, a group of first and second year students go for their pastoral 

activities at Balaka Parish, where they attend Children mass on Sundays. Youth ministry is a 

ministry that has several groups of first and second year students. The groups go to different 

places within Balaka. Places like St. Charles Lwanga, Andiamo and Balaka Secondary 

Schools to be with the Young Christian Students (YCS). Another group goes to Balaka Parish 

to be with Young Christian Workers (YCW). We share the word of God, our experiences, and 

other issues that are pertaining with the lives of the young people, for instance: HIV/AIDS, 

early pregnancies, importance of education, leadership in the Church, Society, how we attain 

the fullness of life and having faith in God in todayôs world. Moreover, just our presence 

among them matters too.  

         The sick and the physically challenged cannot be left out on the rim; one group goes to 

the Comfort Clinic to be with the sick and another group to St. Joseph Rehabilitation Centre 

to be with the physically challenged. Home is Home, hence, we didnôt forget the Youths of 

Kapalamula that are around our Community, therefore one group helps them in sports. 

         The Third year students are assigned with a special ministry of visiting and taking the 

Holy Eucharist to the sick, the physically challenged and the elderly people in some Small 

Christian Communities around Balaka Parish. Every Sunday after the Eucharistic Liturgy, 

they mount their bicycles, and take the Holy Eucharist and the Word of God to the Small 

Christian communities.  

         Our formators have their own pastoral work too. They celebrate mass on Thursdays, 

Sundays and sometimes on other days at St. Charles Lwanga Secondary, Bakhita Secondary 

School, Balaka Hospital and other Centres within Balaka Parish.  

 

Sudden NGOSA 
jsudngosa@gmail.com 

      Balaka (Lechaptois) Formation House is a house for 

training future Missionaries of Africa. Pastoral work is part 

and parcel of formation in order ñto be all things to all 

menò (cf. 1 Cor. 9:22). And Cardinal Charles Lavigerie 

would say, ñBe Apostles nothing but Apostles.ò  

    There are three major pastoral activities: Children, Youth 

and Visiting of the Sick. However, as Formation House that 

is in Malawi, we participate once in a month collecting data 

on Basic Needs Basket (BNB) within Balaka town. And the 

data is sent to the Centre for Social Concern at Kanengo in 

Lilongwe which is under the Missionaries of Africa. 

 

 

Une Blague : Prescription du docteur à son patient :  

Dr : " Le soir, avant de vous coucher, laissez vos soucis au pied de votre lit "  

 

Patient : " Mais je ne peux pas Docteur", répond le patient, " ma femme n'acceptera 

jamais de dormir par terre ! "   
 




